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Can anyone in the Israeli government take responsibility for the repercussions that 

unilateral economic separation will have on the lives of the inhabitants of the territories? 

Prime Minister Ehud Barak has reportedly decided to enforce “unilateral separation” as a 

substitute for a political settlement between Israel and the Palestinians.  

Separation can affect three main economic areas: trade between the Palestinian Authority 

(PA) and Israel, employment of Palestinians in Israel, and transfer of funds from Israel to 

the PA.  

All these elements are embodied in a series of agreements between Israel and the 

Palestinians, so that a unilateral separation necessarily involves violation of international 

agreements Israel has signed.  

Israeli policy has for decades prevented the development of independent Palestinian 

sources of income, doing everything to increase their dependence on the Israeli economy. 

The fact that someone is changing his tune now cannot erase the results of the creeping 

annexation policy conducted between 1967 and 1993.  

Israel supplies the Palestinians with electricity and fuel. Does unilateral separation include 

cutting supply off? Can anyone in the Israeli government take responsibility for the 

repercussions this step will have on the lives of the inhabitants of the territories?  

What about employment? Tens of thousands of Palestinians depend on Israel for their 

livelihood. Cutting off the Palestinian population from the Israeli labor market means they 

starve.  

Assume that the intention is not to prevent the passage of employees, but only 

merchandise. Where is a West Bank farmer supposed to export his produce? With what 

will they pay for their hundreds of millions of dollars of annual imports?  

The last question concerns financial transfers. These involve tax refunds of NIS 2.5 billion 

per year, which finance half the PA’s budget. Will these be stopped, thereby causing the 

PA's collapse?  

These are only a few of the questions those planning unilateral separation must consider 

before they start work. But if past experience is any guide, the government will first 

declare separation, and only then begin to ask itself how it should be done.  
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