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A menacing letter mailed to Haaretz shows that it's not only Islamic extremists who seek to blunt 

press freedom with violence.  

  

“The European Court for Anti-Semitic Crimes. Court Execution squad. 

 

“Re: Proceedings against participants in anti-Israeli activities. 

 

“The Court has been asked to look at the activities against Israel by Gideon Levy, journalist. 

 

“Witness Number 1 showed the article ‘Lowest deeds from loftiest heights’ (Haaretz, July 15, 2014) 

... Chairman of the court: The court has been convinced that pro-Nazi propaganda has taken place. 

Once this has been proved, the court has no discretion whatsoever as to the verdict, therefore the 

above culprit is convicted to death. Given the amount of damage he created, his elimination should 

take place shortly. Death by ‘accident’: poison, wasps, snakes, viruses, etc. 

 

“P.S: The Pulsa Denura court has no connection with the Israeli security systems ... This court is 

chasing the enemies of Israel wherever they are and verdicts are carried out by the court’s execution 

squads ... Please place this letter in several places in your offices.” 

 

This letter, written in English, arrived last week at Haaretz, in an envelope mailed in Tel Aviv. This 

letter was not written by a Muslim. At the bottom was written: “Orange pips mean death.” Pips had 

been stuck to the other side of the letter. 

 

A Sherlock Holmes story is called “The Five Orange Pips,” and revolves around a death-threat 

letter. This is not the first threat against an Israeli journalist, and not the last. 

 

The attack on the Charlie Hebdo magazine last week was preceded by death threats. The massacre 

came in its wake. It could happen here, too. Anyone who was shocked by the attack on the freedom 

of the press in France needs to examine what is happening in Israel. 

 

The Israeli media in general does not need threats. It enlisted a long time ago, of its own freewill, to 

serve the narrative and kingdom; to serve the consensus, the ratings, entertainment, and make the 

time pleasant for its consumers. Nothing has been forced upon it from above, not by the censor and 

not from coercion. Just plain commercial considerations, obedience, cowardice, and a basic lack of 

understanding of what its job is. 

 

Only those who dare step out of line know how great and imminent the danger is, and how much it 

has increased recently. 

 

The wave of terror in France against journalists and Jews, Israel promoted in a number of ways. The 

usual security speculators sat in the studios and pontificated their advice to the amateurs of France. 

A few of them made fun of French law, which does not allow there what is done here. Others spoke 

about inexperience. 

 

It is clear that these are experts who knew how to exterminate the terror in their own land, once and 

for all. Of course, they recommended all sorts of aggressive solutions to the French that are 

employed here – more forces, intelligence and assassinations. 

 

And all of it was covered – how could it not be? – by a manifest feeling of joy that “now they will 

understand who we have to deal with,” and also Israel’s most popular current mantra: “Not all 



Muslims are terrorists, but all terrorists are Muslims.” 

 

All terrorists are Muslims? Hmm. A few of the most horrifying acts of slaughter of recent years 

seem to have been forgotten. They were committed by white, Christian men, but who’s counting? In 

that case they are always “individuals” who acted alone, mentally ill and disturbed. Anders Breivik, 

who killed 75 people in Oslo and Utoya Island – is he a Muslim? And the series of massacres in the 

United States – at Columbine High School, at Sandy Hook Elementary School, and at Virginia 

Tech. Were all these perpetrated by Muslims? 

 

No one attributed these acts to all white men, American or Norwegian. No one thought about 

Christian terror. And we did not say a word about the biggest spilling of blood in history, which 

happened not long ago, all of it purely on the enlightened continent, which then had almost no 

Muslims. 

 

And the killing of journalists? It is also possible to remember that during Operation Protective Edge 

last summer, 13 were killed in Gaza. 

 

The criminal terror committed by Islamic movements and individuals around the world is very 

worrying. It is necessary to fight it. But we also need to try to understand its intent and motives. 

 

The attack on the press in France should also cause us to lose sleep, but we must remember what is 

happening in the meantime in Israel. 

 

Here is another piece of mail I received last week, and this is not from a Muslim, either. “You spat 

on the People of Israel and God answered you. No child.” And nothing more needs to be said.  

   

         


