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Haaretz20170122 Vote on West Bank settlement annexation pushed back after Netanyahu cites Trump 

pressure By Barak Ravid 

 

Netanyahu had been trying to torpedo legislation to annex Ma'ale Adumim, saying that Trump advisers 

warned him 'not to jump in head first.' Two leaders set to have their first call since U.S. president's 

swearing-in on Sunday at 8:30 P.M. 

   

    Netanyahu, Trump set to have their first call since U.S. president's swearing-in on Sunday at 8:30 P.M. 

 

Israeli ministers postponed a vote on a legislation to annex the West Bank settlement of Ma'aleh Adumim 

on Sunday, agreeing to hold push it back until after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu meets with U.S. 

President Donald Trump in Washington, the Prime Minister's Office said. 

 

Members of the security cabinet said however that contrary to a statement by the Prime Minister's Office, 

the panel did not decide to delay the vote until after the meeting, but only not vote on it Sunday. 

 

The postponement was agreed on unanimously by the Ministerial Committee for Legislation. 

 
  

The bill to annex Ma’aleh Adumim seeks to apply Israeli law to the settlement, located about 7 kilometers 

east of Jerusalem, including the controversial area E-1, which was added to Ma’aleh Adumim’s municipal 

boundaries. Construction in area E1, according to international critics, will cut the northern and southern 

West Bank from each other. 

 

On Saturday, Haaretz learned that Netanyahu had been trying to torpedo the bill. The prime minister spoke 

by phone Friday with the far-right Education Minister Naftali Bennett (Habayit Hayehudi) and asked him to 

postpone discussion of the bill in light of messages conveyed by Trump's advisers. 

 

Netanyahu told Bennett that Trump’s advisers said no unilateral steps should be taken by Israel before the 

Netanyahu-Trump meeting, scheduled to take place in the first week of February, but rather to coordinate 

and cooperate. 
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“I’m getting messages from Trump not to jump in head first,” Netanyahu told Bennett. 

 

Netanyahu and Trump were set to have their first phone conversation since the president's swearing-in on 

Sunday. The phone call is scheduled to take place at 8:30 P.M. Israel time. The prime minister told his 

diplomatic-security cabinet on Sunday that he intends to discuss the Palestinian issue, the situation in Syria 

and the Iranian threat with Trump. 

 

Earlier Sunday, the prime minister told Likud ministers that he was only willing to give Palestinians a "state-

minus." 

 


