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Netanyahu, by capitulating to the extreme nationalism of Bennett’s Habayit Hayehudi, is forcing the world 

to oppose Israel. 

  

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu likes to boast about Israel’s improved international standing. His index 

is the number of countries with which Israel has diplomatic relations. The claim is false, and one of its 

purposes is to justify his insistence on holding the foreign affairs portfolio. 

 

There’s a clear correlation between the impression that Israel is moving toward a negotiated settlement 

with Arab entities and the world’s willingness to befriend it. When Israel is seen as rejecting peace, 

relations with it cool. That is the case in recent months, and the chill has deepened with the passage of the 

expropriation law. There’s no cause for surprise: Netanyahu himself warned of the serious consequences of 

the law, which permits the expropriation of land owned by Palestinians, in exchange for compensation they 

do not request, and all in order to retroactively legalize the illegal activity of Israelis. 

 

Still, when the expected happens it doesn’t mitigate the intensity of the blow. British Prime Minister 

Theresa May and German Chancellor Angela Merkel are both conservatives who go out of their way to 

recognize Israel’s security needs and battle with domestic political rivals who frequently disagree with 

Netanyahu. But neither one can accept the unruliness of the coalition under the leadership of Education 

Minister Naftali Bennett, whom Netanyahu serves as nominal prime minister. 

 

Netanyahu flew to London this week for a photo op with May. She spoke about the peace process, and he 

answered with Iran. Even before Netanyahu’s departure, May agreed with her greatest rival, Labour Party 

leader Jeremy Corbin, in his criticism of the expropriation law and Netanyahu’s announcement that he 

planned to build thousands of new homes in the settlements. On Wednesday, Merkel added her objections 

to the settlement and expropriation policy and expressed her distrust of Netanyahu. In a sharply worded 

statement, the German Foreign Ministry said, “The trust that we place in the Israeli government’s 

commitment to a two-state solution has been deeply shaken.” 

 

French President Francois Hollande also slammed the law and called for its annulment. European Union 

foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini said the regulation law “crosses a new and dangerous threshold,” 

and UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres said the law violates international law and will have far-

reaching legal consequences for Israel. All this, even before Netanyahu’s meeting with U.S. President 

Donald Trump next week. 

 

Netanyahu, by capitulating to the extreme nationalism of Bennett’s Habayit Hayehudi, is forcing the world 

to oppose Israel. What today sound like condemnations and declarations could later turn into legal action 

at the International Criminal Court in The Hague, economic sanctions and unilateral diplomatic measures 

against Israel. 


